CURRICULUM VITAE OF PROFESSOR MALCOLM QUAINTON

Address (home): 'Eddisbury’, 179 Scotforth Road, Lancaster, LA1 4PR, U.K.

Age:
Marital Status:

Qualifications:

73 (Date of birth: 12 January 1938).

Married with two children.

(1) B.A. Honours, French (Exeter) 1960: Upper Two Class
(i1) Diploma of Education (Exeter) 1960-61.

(ii1)) Doctor of Philosophy (Exeter) 1975.

OUTLINE OF UNIVERSITY CAREER:

1961-62

1962-66

1964-65

1965-66

1966 ff.

1977

1980-94

1988

1989

1996-97

1997

Lecteur : Université de Rennes, France.

Engaged in postgraduate research at Exeter University, leading to Ph.D.
Tutorship in the Department of French, University of Exeter.

Assistant Lectureship in the Department of French, University of Exeter.
Lectureship in the Department of French Studies, University of Lancaster.
Promotion to Senior Lecturer in the Department of French Studies.

Head of Department of French Studies, then Head of School of Modern
Languages, then Associate Dean of Faculty of Humanities (during which time I
founded the Department of Spanish Studies within the School of Modern
Languages).

Promoted to Reader in French Studies, School of Modern Languages.
Appointed to the Chair of French and Headship of the Department of Romance
Studies at the University of Swansea. Subsequently appointed to a Personal Chair
in French Studies at Lancaster University.

Awarded British Academy HRB funded Research Leave.

Took early retirement and became Professor Emeritus within the Department of
European Languages and Cultures, Lancaster University.



2005 Invited to deliver the annual C. A. Mayer public memorial lecture in the British
Library, London, on 25 November 2005.

2008 Presented with a volume of collected essays (Writers in Conflict in Sixteenth
Century France: Essays in honour of Malcolm Quainton. Durham Modern
Language Series, Durham University, 2008) edited by two of my doctoral
students, Elizabeth Vinestock and David Foster.

My principal teaching, research and publishing interests have been predominantly (but not
exclusively) in the field of French Renaissance literature and culture, and, more precisely, in the
specialist area of French Renaissance poetry (1549-1620). Although I have published on the
work of Joachim du Bellay, Jean-Antoine de Baif, Etienne de la Boétie and Agrippa d’Aubigné,
my main research focus has been on the close reading and detailed textual analysis of the poetry
of Pierre de Ronsard. This detailed analysis is informed by an appreciation of rhetoric, stylistics,
poetics and critical theory and seeks always to answer the question of Zow poetry functions and
how poetic discourse works as an essential ingredient of meaning. Recently I have become
interested in the concept of “/a mise en page”, in the materiality of Ronsard’s text. An aspect of
this physicality (Ronsard’s use of parentheses) and its contribution to poetic coherence was the
subject of my lecture within the Annual C. A. Mayer Memorial Lecture programme (2005).
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8. Jean-Antoine de Baif: Le Brave, éd. critique de Malcolm Quainton, in Jean-Antoine de
Baif, Euvres Completes, 111, Paris, Champion. Forthcoming.
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Studies.
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8. "Le Cercle et les différentes formes de structure cyclique et close dans les Amours de
Cassandre (1552-53)", in Etudes Ronsardiennes II. Ronsard en son [Ve centenaire. Actes du
Colloque international Pierre de Ronsard organisé sous la présidence de Henri Weber (Paris-
Tours, septembre 1985). Publiés par Yvonne Bellenger, Jean Céard, Daniel Ménager, Michel
Simonin. (Travaux d'Humanisme et Renaissance, 232). Geneva, Droz, 1989, pp.53-61.

0. "Morte peinture and vivante peinture in Les Antiquitez de Rome and Les Regrets",
Renaissance Studies, 111, 2, 1989, pp. 167-77.

10. "Songe et création chez Agrippa d'Aubigné", in Le Songe a la Renaissance. Etudes
réunies et publiées par Frangoise Charpentier (Colloque International de Cannes



29-31 mai 1987), Association d'Etudes sur I'Humanisme, la Réforme et la Renaissance,
Université de Saint-Etienne, 1990, pp. 221-29.

11. "Les Regrets: une poétique de parade", in Du Bellay, Presses de 1'Université d'Angers,
1990, pp. 249-59.

12.  "Alchemical reference and the making of poetry in d'Aubigné's Les Tragiques", in
Philosophical Fictions in the French Renaissance. London, Warburg Institute, 1991, pp. 57-69.

13. "Du Bellay and Janus Vitalis", French Studies Bulletin, Spring 1991, no. 38, pp. 12-15.

14. "An unpublished letter of Ernest Renan", French Studies Bulletin, Autumn 1992, no. 44,
pp- 11-13.

15. "Ronsard's Sonnets pour Hélene and the alternative Helen myth" in (Ré)Interprétations:
Etudes sur le Seizieme Siecle, Michigan French Studies, XV, 1995, pp. 77-112.

16. 14 entries (circa 6,000 words) on French Renaissance Poetry for the Oxford Companion
to Literature in French, edited by Peter France, Oxford University Press, 1995.

17. "Ronsard et 'la libre contrainte', in Ordre et désordre dans la civilisation de la
Renaissance, RHR et Université de St. Etienne, 1996, pp. 271-84.

18. Two revised essays (“Ronsard et la ‘libre contrainte’”, and “Le cercle et les différentes
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Ronsard: Les Amours. Textes réunis et présentés par Claudine Nédélec, Presses Universitaires de
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19. “Vers une lecture graphique des Tragiques d’ Agrippa d’ Aubigné”, in Poétiques
D’Aubigné. Geneva, Droz, 1999, pp. 169-90.
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John O’Brien and Malcolm Quainton, Liverpool University Press, 2000, pp. 155-70.
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